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BOOKS AND READING IN HAWAII

This is a great country for con-

sumption
¬

of reading matter People
learn abroad to read a variety of
daily papers pretty regularly and so
have begotten a certain craving
Sere the dailies are not forthcoming
in any alarming quantities in the
rural districts not at all So the
appetite feeds on what else can be
had A large assortment of weeklies
and pictorial journals are taken
The leading monthlies have a great
circulation Some of our friends
have a fine zest for that wonderful
little paper the Youths Companion

not so very young people eithor
There has been a largo importation
of the cheap editions of standard
novels which appear to have worked
off welL The later most popular
novels are always scarce and seldom
appear in our bookstores We do
not remember for instance to have
seen Dr Jekyl and Mr Hyde except
in private hands or a public library
and yet there are probably few peo
pie here but have read this book A
neighbor of ours who is somewhat
omnivorous in his reading says he
has never seen more than the cover
of Robert Elsinere if he has seen as
much He claims however to have
read at least twenty reviews of the
book from Gladstone to Joseph
Cook He is satiated with the topic
and never wants to see the inside of
the volume itself

Thero are many cultivated readers
among us who regulate their mental
pabulum and feed on stronger as
well as lighter literature Hawaii
has no great crop of authors though
as many perhaps in proportion to
white population as most countries
A history or two a scientific work or
so a few bits of reminiscences essays
tours about cover the whole There
are undoubtedly many who highly
and even artistically appreciate what
is specially meritorious m fiction or
poetry if not so niiy what belongs
to science or philosophy Mr Robert
Xiouis Stevenson probably has more
such readers here in proportion to
our numbers than in any other city
he could visit The Master of Bal
lantrae though a man of mettle is
recognized as akin to Mr Hyde
Yet some people wonder how a
oountry laird could so rapidly de-

velop

¬

the remorseless pirate devoid
of mercy and bereft of honor held
back from the pit neither by a pure
love nor by a noble heritage It is
however in that tremendous lapse
from a high moral endowment that
the interest is centered either in
Ballantrae or Hyde Satan is inter ¬

esting because an angel fallen as
mere born devil he would be simply
hideous

We presume Mr Stevenson will
not make leading characters of any
of ine excessive outgrowths of savage
lite he may hear of in his Oceanic
wanderings such for example as the
deified sorcerer in Nukuliwa who
roosted in his mountain don and
roared for the cannibal rations which
his terrified worshipers brought
him The stem from which grow
such pagan fiends never had grace
or beauty enough to make us be¬

moan their doom Notwithstanding
certain external features of savage
life particularly in Polynesia which

are picturesque and oven fascinating
it is in its essence too squalid too

bestial to lend itself to any serious
and faithful use of the novelist Yet
it is not safe to say what a genius
like Mr Stevensons may weave from

it If he could got at the true in ¬

wardness of the Hale Iaua ho might
possibly lay hold of some useful
points in that line Wo shall all bo

- interested in the coming fruit of his
Pacific experiences

COMMUNICATION VERSUS ISOLATION

In returning to this subject and
considering who is to blamo for the
defects in our postal arrangements
it should be said at the outset that
to a certain limited extent no one is
to blame A country a great major-

ity
¬

of whose adult population con-

sists
¬

of Chinese illiterate Portuguese
and recently civilized Polynesians
scattered over half a dozen islands
cannot have as perfect a mail service
as where the population is more ho-

mogeneous
¬

in composition and com-

pact
¬

in location We must not ex¬

pect impossibilities But this idea
should not bepushed too far and
made an excuse for torpidity and in ¬

action If we cannot have all the
conveniences enjoyed by the people

sr

of London and New York it is no
reason why we should not have all
that our conditions and means will
permit Wo should not render our-

selves
¬

liable to the imputation of be¬

ing Satisfied with the old fogy ar-
rangements

¬

that may have been en-

terprising
¬

enough when our grand ¬

fathers were in pinafores
The fault does not lie at the door

of the Postmaster General who does
the best ho can with the means at
his disposal Neither can avo blame
the steamship companies who do all
that their contracts require and
sometimes more frequently holding
back their vessels for hours in order
to take mails which might otherwise
have to lie over for a week

That the local mail service of this
Kingdom does not make reasonably
close connections with the incoming
and outgoing foreign steamers is
something for which tho fault lies
with the people themselves who
have not been educated up to modern
ideas in this respect

They have only to demand of their
nobles and representatives in the Le ¬

gislature the like privileges with the
nhabitants of out of the wav locali
ties in other countries and they shall
have them

Steamships railroads and stage
coaches are heavily subsidized in all
parts of America for the purpose pf
serving remote districts with such
mail and other accommodations as
they require The thoughts and
doings of tho great centers of popu ¬

lation are transmitted direct by
means of correspondence and peiT
odicals to the fireside of the back-
woodsman

¬

and aro not as in the
Hawaiian islands moss grown with
age by the time they get there If
the constituents of a legislator in
America had to wait ten clays for
their weekly papers printed in the
capital and within a twenty four
hours journey of their homes that
legislator s return homo after tho ad¬

journment of the assejnbled wisdom
would not be a happy re union He
would be called to account in a way
more pointed than pleasant and
thenceforth consigned to the bosom
of his family with the unanimous
verdict of no good

Amongst tho 207 petitions pre-

sented
¬

the Hawaiian Legislature
at its last session not one worth
naming was reported to have prayed
for arrangements to bo made by the
government for better mail communi-
cation

¬

between Honolulu and the
country districts or anywhere else

If this shows that the people are
well satisfied with things as they
are then so much the worse for the
people It indicates that they are
not advancing in intelligence and
patriotic public spirit as they would
like us to think they are Certain it
is that without roads telegraphs and
other ready means of communication
between all parts of the islands the

great country which we fondly
imagine this is going to be lies far
away in the dim and distant future
In that case it is evident that there
is no remedy except that those who
regard themselves as leaders in all
that pertains to progress should take
the initiative and act for the inert
and too easily satisfied people

POSTAGE STAMPS

There aie about six thousand different
desciiptionsof postage stamps in exis-
tence

¬

The museum of tho Berlin post
oilice alone contains between four and
five thousand specimens of which half
are from Europe and the lemainder di ¬

vided between Asia Africa America
and Australia What country carries off
the palm for absurdity and grotesqueness
of artistic design and inferiority of exe-
cution

¬

we are not told but if the collec-
tion

¬

is faithfully representative the
variety of ugliness must be considerable
Some of the stamps it appears bear
coats-of-arm- s and other emblems im ¬

partially borrowed froul the heavens
above the earth beneath and the waters
under the earth stars eagles lions
horses serpents railway trains dol ¬

phins and other fearful wild fowls
There are moreover the effigies of five
Emperors eighteen Kings three Queens
one Grand Duke several inferior titled
rulers and many Presidents In so
many countries and nationalities some
really attractive specimens must have
been elaborated but if so it is a pity
our authorities did not borrow a libit or
two from the best for anything more
bold monotonous and commonplace than
the British scries of postage stamps
doun to the latest issue cannot be
well imagined London Paper Makers
Journal

Hawaiian stamps consist of three
series numerals copperplate and
steel Tho numerals were tho earli-
est

¬

issues from 1851 6 and somo of
them are very rare being valued as
high as 250 for a single stamp Of
these thero are many spurious imita-
tions

¬

Tho copperplate stamps were
issued from 1853 to 1860 The steel
portraits of Hawaiian sovereigns are
generally conceded to bo among the
finest postage stamps issued by any
government and no collection is
complete without the entire Hawai-
ian

¬

issues from 1851 85 The most
complete collection of stamps on
these islands is believed to be that
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of Mr C A Brown which numbers
over 6000 We understand that this
collection has been sent to the Paris
Exposition insured for 1000 which
is about half its value

THE THREATENED EXODUS

Letters written by the
of plantations in tho Hilo district to
their agents in Honolulu deny flatly
that the wages of their Portuguese
laborers have been reduced that any
men of that nationality have been
discharged to make room for Japan-
ese

¬

or others or that they are con-

cerned
¬

in any such freeze out as
has been represented We have been
shown several letters of this charac-
ter

¬

They were written in the regu-
lar

¬

course of business and not in¬

tended for publication We have
been permitted to read them how-

ever
¬

and make copies of such por-
tions

¬

as seemed to bear directlv upon
Ltho statements that have appeared
One manager writes as follows

I have just received yours of 5th inst
in regard to Portuguese exodus We
have nothing to 16 here more than we
have already done to be in line w ith the
action of the Planters Labor and Supply
Co We have never charmed the rate of
wages from that established three or four
years ago when their contracts began to
expire It was 22 per month then and
so it is to day We have as yet never
discharged a Portuguese laborer except
for laziness or disorderly conduct and
then only after repoated warnings and
in most instances have taken the dis
charged men back after thev had been
the rounds We have men heie who
have tried their fortunes four times else-
where

¬

and they are at work here to day
By a rule after two discharges or volun-
tary

¬

departures they come back the
third time at 20 a month for three
months We lefuse new applications
when our quarteis are full or when we
have enough hands and just now we are
refusing till planting time which will be
in two weeks

Our shifting labor proper is Chinese
and Japanese Between seasons we
kept but three Chinamen but not a Por¬

tuguese was discharged except for cause
At this moment we are just about equal
as to Portuguese Japs and Chinese I
can get Chinese for 1S Our last hiring
is at that rate and we take only picked
men The most of our middle men such
as teamsters rough mechanics and trusty
men at odd jobs are Portuguese who
have extra wages and we take a good
deal of pains to encourage them They
are consummate strikers when they are
on top and a good many otherwisegood
men have lost good jobsby this trait

Tho writer then gees on to speak
of his experiences m visitih the
places of resort of the unemployed
Portuguese in Hilo Among other
things he says

In one gathering theie weie about
fifteen present and there was only one
man who cared to accept enmloyinent
with a hoe The rest were all
Corporals Sergeants and Lieutenants
with pockets full of money

A gentleman well and favorably
known in the Islands and who has
the general oversight of three plan ¬

tations writes to another house in
Honolulu concerning a party who
had recently visited the district for
the purpose of inquiring into this
very matter He says

I showed him the pay roll of the plan-
tations

¬

and gave him every opportunity
to talk with the men lie goes away
perfectly satisfied that the exodus of the
Portuguese is not caused by low wages
or bad treatment

The same letter is interesting as
containing particulars of tho number
of hands employed and tho wages
paid for the various grades of labor

There are two hundred and sixty seven
Portuguese men women and children
working in the fields on tire three planta-
tions

¬

There aro eleven gang lunas
eight of whom are Portuguese and two
of the otheis have Portuguese wives
lunas wages 30 to 50 - Portuguese
carpenters 30 to f60 Firemen 150 a
day Centrifugal men 150 a day
Teamsteis fl a day and laborers 20

22 and 24 per month except when a
man is old and w eak then 1G or 18
There has been no cut down in wages of
Portuguese here 31y orders to

arc and have been for the last
three weeks to take every Portuguese
who applied for work

That some Hilo planters are not
acting in a liberal and enlightened
way is quite possible We have no
positive knowledge on tho subject
We aro assured by those who aro in
a position to bo well informed that
if such is tho case tho instances must
be exceptional and very few in pro-

portion
¬

to tho whole number We
desire nothing in this matter but the
truth Wo have reproduced the
statements contained in the Aurora
against which it will be understood
wo make no charge of intentional
misrepresentation and we have pub-
lished

¬

such evidence as has been
t furnished us in refutation of tho
same Unfriendly relations between
employers and employed are always
to bo deprecated There can be no

r dispute as to the right of any num
ber of rrortuguese large or small to
change their location if they believe
their condition will be improved
thereby It would be most unfor
tunate however if any general
movement toward emigration
should be accompanied by the im-
pression

¬

that the same was necessi-
tated

¬

or even in any appreciable de-
gree

¬

stimulated Jiy unjust and illib-
eral

¬

treatment here That such is
the case we have seen thus far no
sufficient proof The matter is an
important one and we shall publish
any additional evidence on either
side of which we may become pos-
sessed

¬

hereafter

Pjfiulfr - T - Wfclil

THE TOADY

We called attention a week or so
ago to the blessed condition of this
country We pointed out that other
countries possessed the genus hack

liter while it was very hard here to
find the man or woman who would
say an ill word of a neighbor let
alone of a more successful man or a
prettier and a better dressed woman
Yes the Hawaiian Islands at large
and Honolulu especially are blessed
fn this respect the whole tone of
social intercourse is o sweet We
never say of Becky wife of Bawdon
Crawley I wonder how that woman 1

can dress so I am sure her husband
cant afford it and then put our
heads behind our fans and whisper
the name of the Marquis of Stoyno
We never see a man climb to legal or
mercantile or any other eminence
and tell the stranger who comes
along Ah yes Snooks clever law-

yer
¬

clover lawyer Yes father
swept a crossing mother kept a
mangle Thats where he learned
the art of finishing up a witness
Mangles them and then grin at our
weakjoke Or againrBinks Yes
capital fellow Binks Thousands a
day now -- I can remember when
Binks used to drink like a fish and
hadnt a cent in his pocket Said
Binks being now sixty and having
once exceeded at tho early age of
twenty two But we can congratulate
ourselves upon being free from the
bade liter We can still more con-

gratulate
¬

ourselves on being free
from the gonus toad cater- - Of the
two perhaps the toad eater is the
most despicablo though equally mis-

chievous
¬

That tho toad eater should
be entirely absent from our commun-
ity

¬

seems rather curious The an-

cient
¬

Hawaiian recognized the genus
and had a special name for him His
toad eater was known as hoopilimeaai
so the animal must have had its habi-
tat

¬

here at some time How thank
ful we should be that tho march of
civilization tho spread of Christian-
ity

¬

has completely eradicated it
from our midst More especially
must wo be thankful when we con
sider that the climate is ono in which
the creature would flourish snlen- -

didly
Studying the genus we find that

the toad eater first came into being
in Spain The original expression
for a veiy officious and obsequious
servant in that country was mi todita
The Briton thought the sound so ap-

plicable
¬

that avoiding translation he
boldly respelt tho word and adopted
it and a todita or toad eater came to
mean a cringing officious depen-
dent

¬

who will do all sorts of dirty
work for you But long before the
days of the Spanish toad eater a
somewhat similar animal flourished
in Greece There he went by the
name of sycophant or fig UaVber The
origin of the word is curious Tho
Athenians had passed a law forbid¬

ding the export of figs The law
was a dead letter but there were al-

ways
¬

a few mean fellows who for
their own ends impeached those who
violated it hence sycophant came to
signify a government toady

Such is the toad eater or syco-

phant
¬

Away lromTiero ho flourishes
and waxes fat andjlusty Ho goes
to memin power and tells little tales
of his fellow men always to their
detriment jones upon wuom yes-

terday
¬

McSycophant turned his
back becomes prime minister at tho
Court of Bugaboo McS rushes off
to tell him how hohas always thought
that he Jones and he only had suf-
ficient talent to occupy the place
He will whisper that that follow
Brown who is Jones secretary is not
to be trusted He has eard him
say unpleasant things of fones ca-

pacity
¬

What says McSycophant
do you think of a man a being on

two legs sir calling itself a man
neglecting to wipe tho dirt off tho
ministerial shoe with his pocket
handkerchief It is disgusting sir
Permit me to lick off that little spot
on the toe of your boot May I
carry the school books of your
charming daughter to tell the
truth Miss J is homely enough but
sensible Shall I send the carnage
round for Her Excellency 1 My wife
will be only too delighted to do any
shopping for Her Excellency At
each pause the back goes to an angle
of forty five degrees

But let poor Jones fall and McS
who has pestered him morning noon
and night sees him no longer He
wants to lick no more spots from
Jones boot Miss Jones can carry
her own books to school and Mrs
McSycophant will do no more er
rands But Brown is now in power
and away runs McS
To shake witli laughter ere the jest he

hears
To pour at will the counterfeited tears
And as his patron hints tis cold or hot
To shake in dog da3s in December

sweat
Ah blest Hawaii that can say

thank Heaven we have none such
here
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S N CASTLE j b ATnEirrox

CASTLE
O P CASTLE

COOKE

HARDWARE AND COMMISSION

MERCHANTS

Sugar Factors
LIFE FIRE AAT MARINE

INSURANCE AGENTS
HONOLULU H 1

mrs thos lace Dry Groocls
Ao SI Fort Street Honolnlii

WTOKTEtt ASD DEALEU IV

Shot Guns Rifles Revolvers
AND ALL KINDS OF FI11E ARMS

Also Metallic Cartridges all kinds and sics
Brass and Paper Shot Shells Powder fehot and
Cans and all kinds of Sporting Uood3 Etc

OirOKTEK XSV DEALER IX

SEWING MACHINES
And Genuine Parts Attachments Oils

and Accessories
AGENT FOIt THE IMPROVED

White and New Home Machine
TIIE WllITE AUTOMATIC MACHINE

The New National and Peerless Hand Machine

Sewinff Xacliinc and Hand Xeedles
of nil kinds

Clarks Chadwicks and Brookt Machine Cotton
Barbours Linen Thread

CORTICELLI SILK
IN ALL COLORS

35Hain secured the services of a first class
Gnn and Locksmith and thorough mechanic I
am prepared to do all kinds of Repairs Re
6tnckin browning and boring Guns a specialty

tSSevin Machines Lock Sarclcal Nauti ¬

cal and Snncying Instrument cleaned anl
repaired with quick dispatch

GOOD WORK GUARANTEED

FANCY DEPARTMENT
AGENT FOR

Balls Health Preserving Corsets
AND

Mme Demorcsts Reliable Cut Paper Patterns
Largest and Best Assortment of

Stamping Iat terns and Materials
FOR ALL KINDS OF FANCY WORK

ESyLessous given and all orders promptly
filled Island orders solicited 1351 3m

CONSOLIDATED

THE FIRMSiOF

Chas- - Gray Co TWRawlins

Engaged in the Mannfactnre of Soap have
consolidated and will hereafter carry

on the bnsiness under the
firm name of -

HAWAIIAN

Soap Manufacturing Company

At the prpmees formerly ocenpied Jit Lcleo

12il 3m

KINO STREET HONOLULU

HonolnlnOct 116S6 119Sly

BENSOF SMITH CO

JOBBING AND MANUFACTURING

PHARMACISTS
PCIL LIKE OP

E3 o3e 332TU3SS

CHEMICALS

Medicinal Preparations

PATENT MEDICINES

AT THE LOWEST PRICES- -

113 and 113 Fort Street

J D LAMES

1 30 Fort St near Hotel St

Manufacturer of Monuments
Headstones Tombs Tablets Marble 2Iantels

Vi ashstand Tops and Tiling in Black
and White Marble

Marble Work
Of Every Description made to order at thelowest possible rates Monnmcntu and Headstones cleaned and iceet
gb-- Orders from

ded to
the other Islands promptly

12 153m

Briiernl GUtoertisciiunts

HHackfeldGo
HAVE JUST RECEIVED PER

Bk C R 33isliop

Per Steamers and other late arri
vals a largo and complete

assortment of

SUCH AS

Prints Cottons bleached and
unbleached

Sheetings Denims Ticks Stripes c
A fine selection of

Dress Goods in the Latest Styles
Also Curtains Mosqnito letting

Lawns c
Woolen Goods of every description

A complete lino

Tailors- - Goods
Clothing O TJ Shirts Shawls
Blankets Qnilts Towels c
Handkerchiefs Hosierv Hilihnno
Hats Umbrellas Carpets c
Sealskin Traveling and Carriage
Engs c Fancy Goods Notions

Cs of Best English and Australian

HOGSKIN SADDLES
BOOTS AND SHOES

BAGS AtfD BAGGING
For every purpose

Sail Twine and Filter Press Cloth
Cutlery Stationery Jewelry
Perfumery Pipes c

VIENNA FURNITURE
Looking Glasses c
Pianos Herophones Aristons
u ucurueons Harmonicas c
WRAPPING AND FEINTING

PAPEES
Paints and Oils c
Asphalt Eoofing Asbestos

Barrels and Kegs Keg Shooks and
Eivets

2 Baxter Engines Steam Pumps
Autograph Presses

Iron Filter Presses
Sugar Coolers Iron Bedsteads
Galvanized Tubs and Buckets
Lanterns Axes Hammers
Tin Plates Sheet Lead
Sheet Zinc Galv Iron Sheets

Galvanized Corrugated Iron Ridging
Screws and Washers

GALVANIZED FENCE WIRE
Barbed Fence Wire
Yellow Metal Comp Nails Iron

Tanks
STEEL RAILS

Fishplates Bolts Spikes
Switches Portable Bails
Steel Sleepers Portland Cement
Fire Bricks Roof Slates Boats
Baskets Demijohns Corks c

GROCERIES I
Pio Frnits Sauces Cond 3tlilk
Blue Mottled Soap Windsor Scan
Wash Blue Cream of Tartar
Oarb Soda Vinegar Biscuits
btoarm Candles Eock Salt
Camphor Safety Matches
Castor Oil Epsom Salts
Hunyadi Janos c

CEOGKERY
Dinner and Breakfast Sets PlatesBowls Toilet Sets Flower Pots
Assorted Crates c

GLASSWARE Tumblers W
Classes Sample Bottles c

Xj X O C 3E S
Champagne Port Wine Sherry
Bitters Ehemwine Clarets
Cognac Brandy Whiskey Eum
Gin Doornkat Porter Ale
bt Pauli Beer Pilsener
Mullers Lagerbier c
Harzer Sauerbrunnen Mineral

Water
Alcohol in bblsand demijohns c

HAVANA CIGARS

- American Smoking Tobacco c
AISO

HAWAIIAN SUGAR AND RICE I

Golden Gate and Crown Flour
Bread Salmon Cal Produce c

f For Sale on tho most Liberallenns and at Lowest Prices by

H HACKFELD CO
11231 3ml

E BETJNSWICK

EMm AMD POOL TABLE

MAinrFACTUEItfQ ICO OF S F
IMPOETEra ANB DrAtZES nc

BILIARD MATERIALS

SPORTING GOODS ETC

O xT McOABl j y y
107 FOftT ST HONOLGm

Sole Agent for Hawaiian filands x im ly

w

V j


